
HOLLY'S HOMESTEAD — LAND & PROPERTY

INFRASTRUCTURE

Off-Grid Septic &
Wastewater
Manage household wastewater without mains sewer
connection

DIFFICULTY Hard

TYPE One-off installation, ongoing

maintenance

TIME Days for installation,

professional design required

DIFFICULTY

Hard
TIME

Days
(professional

install)

COST

High
BEST SEASON

Any time
FREQUENCY

Passive with
periodic pump-

outs

01 Settle, treat, then
disperse

A septic system works in stages:
solids settle in a tank, partially treated
effluent then disperses (via a trench,
bed, or more advanced treatment
system) into the soil, where natural
processes complete the treatment.

tank /

storage

roof catchment delivered out to the garden

02 What you'll need
A system design appropriately sized for your household and
approved by local council/health authority
Professional installation — septic systems are a regulated,
specialist installation in every Australian jurisdiction
Regular pump-out service access
Appropriate household practices (what not to flush) to
protect the system

03 Method
1. Engage a suitably licensed designer/installer and obtain
council/health authority approval before installation — this is
a regulated system, not a DIY project.
2. Size the system correctly for your household occupancy
and site conditions (soil type, slope, water table).
3. Install with appropriate access for pump-out servicing.
4. Establish household practices that protect the system —
avoiding excessive chemicals, fats, and non-biodegradable
items down the drain.
5. Schedule regular pump-outs per your system's
requirements, typically every few years depending on usage
and tank size.

04 Troubleshooting
System backing up or slow draining — often overdue for
a pump-out, or a blockage; don't ignore early warning signs.
Odour issues — can indicate a system problem or overdue
maintenance; investigate promptly rather than masking the
smell.
Effluent surfacing in the disposal area — a sign of
system failure or undersizing; requires professional
assessment, as it's both a health and environmental issue.
Uncertain about approval requirements — contact your
local council directly, as septic system regulations are
enforced at the local government level in most of Australia.

05 Timing & maintenance
BEST TIME Any time, though installation is a professional

job regardless of season.

DURATION A well-maintained system serves a household
for decades, with tanks pumped out
periodically.

MAINTENANCE Regular pump-outs (check your system's
specific requirements) and mindful household
practices protecting the system long-term.

SIGNS OF

SUCCESS

No backing up, odour, or surfacing effluent,
and pump-outs occurring on the
recommended schedule.

06 Tips & variations
PAIRS WELL WITH

Bore Water Basics

Greywater Systems

COMMON MISTAKES

Treating septic installation as a DIY
project rather than engaging licensed
professionals

Ignoring early warning signs like slow
draining rather than addressing them
promptly

PRO TIP

What you put down the drain matters
enormously for septic system longevity
— excessive chemicals, fats, and
wipes are among the most common
causes of premature system problems.
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